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  Curtis Shelton (21)— Jr. 
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  Mike Endicott (19) 

  Debbie Fitzpatrick (21) 
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  Lauren Ocmand (20) 

  Matt Parker (21) 
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  Thomas Mosley—Treasurer 
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                        Treasurer 
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Church phone:     318-686-1261 

Church fax:          318-686-4527 

Church E-mail address: 

     stjames_sport@att.net 

Church website: 

     www.stjames-shreveport.org 

 

A MESSAGE FROM THE 

SENIOR WARDEN 
I’m bad at breakups.  Back in my teens, when someone broke 
up with me, I would head to my room, crank up any album 
from The Cure, turn off all the lights and wallow in sadness.  
Later on, my mom would come in the room, open the curtains, 
turn off the boom box and say, “You want to find someone to care about, no?  Well, 
you’re not going to find her in here. Get out of this room and go.”  
 

Similarly, I believe we as a congregation can grieve in this way, by putting up a wall to 
protect us from future hurt.  But as my mom tried to explain to me, what we seek will 
not be found within the walls, but out in the community.  I believe at this time, the 
best thing we can do is to get out and help others.  Providing a service, helping them 
in their time of need, and being visible to others not only helps us grow spiritually, but 
also draws people in who want to be a part of that community.  I encourage all of us 
to get out of our room, knock down that wall, and become active within and outside 
the church.  Here are three opportunities to do such a thing: 
 

We need volunteers to assist Debbie Fitzpatrick for the upcoming Vacation Bible 
School from July 24 – 26.  As you know, we are combining with Central Christian 
Church next door, and we expect 20 kids each night.  We will need a lot of help:  get-
ting supplies, providing food, keeping the kids from climbing the walls, you name it.  If 
you can even volunteer just one night, please try and do so.  Serving others will pro-
ject to the community that we care and support the youth, and you will feel a sense of 
gratitude in helping others. 
 

Another is the school supplies for Forest Hill Elementary.  This year, we have an un-
usually high number of items that are still needed for the 30 backpacks that we pre-
sent to the school.  Approximately 70% of the students are considered low income, 
and these supplies are vital to their success in the classroom.  Please consider picking 
up one or two items as you do your weekly shopping trip to Walmart or Target. 
Finally, there is an opportunity to serve within the church.  Due to attrition and people 
going off to school, we are seriously short on servers during the church service.  We 
need help.  I need help.  I love to serve, but there is only so much that one person can 
do.  The Acolyte, Lay Reader and Lay Eucharistic Minister are all important in assisting 
the priest in their duties, and when one or more are missing, the service doesn’t shine 
as bright.  You don’t know what to do?  We can teach you.  You don’t know if there is 
an alb that’s your size, or can’t figure out how to tie the cincture?  That too can be 
taught.  Will you be nervous?  Of course you will, especially the first time.  But the 
more you do it, the more comfortable you will get, and you’ll see that your fears were 
unwarranted.  Most importantly, you are serving your church and others to the glory 
of God. 
 

As we serve others, and as we help the community, we serve God; so let’s get out of 
this room and go.. 

Blessings 

—David Scott 
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Outreach News 

A big thank-you to everyone who has 
dropped off supplies to fill the Forest 
Hill Elementary backpacks.  We will be 
stuffing the packs after the parish-wide 
luncheon on July 29.  (An e-mail has 
gone out to form the parish office listing 
those items we still need).  Please join 
us! 
 
Anyone who wishes to make monetary 
donations to Outreach to help fund the 
purchase of those supplies still need-
ing to be picked up (after donations are 
deposited in the Parish Hall) are encouraged to do so.  Just leave your contribution in 
the offering plate with a note designating it for the Backpack Program or drop your 
donation by the parish office during business hours.  Thanks in advance to everyone 
who helps with this vital ministry.  Let us do our part to help the children in Southern 
Hills stay competitive in the classroom! 
 
This year the Outreach Committee had a longer list of items to purchase than in pre-
vious years, which makes a big impact on the Outreach budget.  We thank those who 
have already donated to the backpack program and ask that others consider making 
monetary donations to offset the  greatly increased cost for this academic year.   
 
Outreach at St. James is an integral part of who we are as a parish.  We appreciate 
all that our congregation does to help us reach out into our community, and thank you 
for supporting our efforts to help those in 
need. 
 
 

Photos courtesy Kathy Deal and Jnanne Zepeda 
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Thank-you to everyone who has brought school 
supplies for the backpack program or donated 
funds to Outreach to help cover expenses.  Each 
summer we fill thirty backpacks for Forest Hill 
Elementary students from low-income families.  
Many parishioners come together to help these 
children get a good start to their academic year 
with the necessary tools to succeed.  We look for-
ward to filling the packs after the luncheon on 
our St. James Day Celebration, July 29.   
 
Thanks to those who continue to support the 
students at Green Oaks High School by picking 
up the pizzas from Pizza Hut and by heating 
those pizzas to feed to the youth.  Currently we 
provide pizzas to student athletes twice per week 
as they prepare for the fall football season.   
 
Thanks to those who have been leading Morning 
Prayer on Sundays when we don’t have a supply 
priest scheduled.  We appreciate those who pro-
vide leadership during the service, giving us a 
beautiful start to each week.  We also appreciate 
the effort Debbie Fitzpatrick is putting into pro-
curing clergy.  Without her we would not share 
the Eucharist during any of our services. 
 
Special thanks to the clergy members who have 
taken time to fill in on Wednesdays and Sundays 
while we search for a new rector.   
 
These are some of the ways that St. James makes 
use of the time and talents of our parishioners as 
we strive to be good stewards toward each other 
and our community. 
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ROGER WILKINSON 

AND HIS ART 
Dear People of St. James: 

 

You are cordially invited to attend an art exhibit and reception at Pelican House in the Glen Retirement Cen-

ter at 2 p.m. on July 27.  The exhibit features the oil paintings of our long-time parishioner Roger Wilkinson 

who now resides at the Glen. 

 

Roger has served in just about every way at St. James including being on the vestry and serving at the altar as 

well as visiting our ill and elderly as a Eucharistic Minister.  

 

 His paintings reflect his artistic talent in landscapes, seasonal scenes, and architecture of various types.  The 

colors are rich and soothing. 

 

You will be refreshed in mind and spirit while viewing his work.  The Glen is on Flournoy Lucas Road.  Peli-

can House is all the way down the main hall and then to your left.  Call the Glen at798-3500 if you need di-

rections. 

 

I’ll see you there! 

—Mattie Mosley 

p.s. It is my understanding that Roger’s daughter hung all the art work.  Beautiful job, Amy! 
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THE MISSION CONTINUES… 
  

 

 



 

Please join us for our St. James Day celebration  

on Sunday,  July 29 
 

Eucharist begins at 10am with The Rev’d Andrew Comeaux as celebrant 
 

We will share a parish-wide potluck luncheon in the Parish Hall after the service. 
 

AND we will stuff the backpacks for Forest Hill Elementary School. 
 

Bring your favorite dish to share with your St. James family  
and enjoy celebrating St. James Day with us! 

Any time you are unable to serve as 
scheduled, please find a replacement or 

advise the Vestry Person of the Day. 

 







FAMILY MOVIE NIGHT  
Parishioners attending Family Movie Night in 
July enjoyed a wonderful spaghetti dinner 
with the film, The Book Thief.  The next 
movie night will be held on August 2, when 
we will be showing the 
Star Wars hit, The 
Last Jedi, starring 
Carrie Fisher, Mark 
H a m m i l l ,  J o h n 
Boyega, and Daisy 
Ridley. Photos courtesy 

Kathy Deal 
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WASTE NOT, WANT NOT—OR SO WE PLAN 
There are several steps we take around St. James to act as good stewards of our resources.  For exam-
ple, when we replaced some of the heating and a/c units we installed programmable thermostats.  When 
used properly, these save quite a bit of money, keeping the buildings at comfortable temperatures while in 
use without wasting resources during down time.  But they only work as intended when they are used as 
intended.   
 
The thermostats are programmed to save energy when the buildings are not in use and to adjust the tem-
perature in the space an hour or so before we need it so there is time for the space to become comfortable 
when people arrive.  If the space is used at a time that is not part of the normal schedule, it can be ad-
justed manually, and it will return to the programmed temperature a couple of hours later.  However, if 
someone adjusts the setting and moves the thermostat to “hold” it will remain at that temperature until 
manually changed.  This results in using lots of extra energy when not necessary (and raising the energy 
bill accordingly) and having the building not be comfortable at the times it is programmed for use. 
 
Please, be aware of this when adjusting the temperature in the nave.  However, we do not have program-
mable thermostats in the Parish Hall or the Garrett-Hall Building, so those must be adjusted manually.  
Please, reset the thermostat to 80 for the week during the summer (and 60 during the winter) to help con-
serve energy in both those spaces.  Also, don’t leave the thermostats in the nave set in the “hold” mode. 
 
Turning the thermostats up too high or turning off the system allows condensation to build up inside the 
walls and mold to grow.  In the past we have 
dealt with removing mold from walls in the 
Garrett-Hall building.  Let’s prevent that from 
happening, again, but following the recom-
mendations of the heating and air condition-
ing experts who service our units. 
 
Keeping our energy costs down leaves us 
with more money to spend on reaching out 
into the community to share our faith and to 
feed, clothe, shelter, and provide medical 
care for those in need. 

 
 

Photo courtesy Jnanne Zepeda 
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May 1, 2010 

 

Originally published in the Summer 2018 issue of Seek & Serve, a publication of Episcopal Relief & Development 



ANNOUNCEMENTS  SUBMISSION DEADLINE 
If you would like an announcement placed in the Sunday bulletin, 
please submit it by 10:00 am on the previous Wednesday.  The 
office is open Monday-Thursday from 8:30 am until 2:00 pm.  
Announcements that are in printed form may be mailed,  sent 
through e-mail to stjames_sport@att.net, or dropped at the par-
ish office.   
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SPREAD THE WORD 
Would you like to brag on your family’s achievements, share  
family milestones with friends, or invite the parish to an upcom-
ing event?  You can do so easily by submitting  articles to the 
parish office for publication in the Spirit.  There is always room 
for news of a baptism, wedding, or school achievement.  Photo-
graphs and stories can be sent via e-mail to 
stjames_sport@att.net or dropped off at the parish office.  And if 
you are shy about doing the writing, just telephone the informa-
tion to 686-1261 and the writing will take care of itself. 

 
 

 

 

 

 
This particular space in our newsletter traditionally speaks to the inclusion of everyone in the Episcopal Church.  But I 
want to look at this on a little more personal level: the inclusion of everyone in OUR PERSONAL Episcopal Church, 
St. James.  We pride ourselves on being a family.  It is the single most common answer to the question of what at-
tracted us to St. James in the first place.  But all families go through periods of change which strains relationships.  
We have lost a spiritual leader - again- and maybe feel somewhat abandoned.  Morning Prayer is different from the 
Eucharist that we know by heart and can feel unnatural or confusing. Change is difficult and can be unsettling, but it 
can also be a means of experiencing new things and discovering new strengths and developing new ministries.  We 
are a very active church, with outreach being a very important part of what we do.  Right now, I believe that outreach 
should include reaching out and ministering to each other in our own family.  
 
 In Paul’s letter to the Hebrews (Heb 10:23-25) we are admonished to “keep on encouraging each other to be thoughtful 
and to do helpful things.  Some people have gotten out of the habit of meeting for worship, but we must not do that.  
We should keep on encouraging each other, especially since you know that the day of the Lord’s coming is getting 
closer.”  How simple is that!  Attending church!  It doesn’t require any particular skills or technology.  Anyone can do 
it.  The only requirement is enough love for our church family to sacrifice a little time on Sunday to help encourage 
each other.  That means being in the Sanctuary every Sunday that it is possible for you to attend.  Even when it 
rains.  Or you would prefer to sleep.  Or the service is Morning Prayer instead of a Eucharist Service. 
 
Do you consider church a passive activity?  Do you feel like you only go to church to say a few prayers (that you 
know by heart, so you don’t have to think about it very much), listen to a sermon (that hopefully isn’t too long so you’ll 
get home in time to see the Saints game), and to get your blessing for the week (i.e. Communion)?  Well, according 
to the Bible, there’s a lot more to it!  We are to be part of the Body of Christ, using our gifts to spread the word of God 
and living as an example of Christianity.  That doesn’t sound particularly easy to me.  I’m going to need some en-
couragement and support.  And that’s where my church family comes in.  When a “family member” isn’t present at 
church, there are missed opportunities to minister to each other.  We gain strength from each other to continue with 
our Christian lifestyle.  Christianity is not an easy path, especially since it so often seems diametrically opposed to 
current societal norms.Therefore, I am encouraging you to participate in YOUR church.  We ARE the church.  BE 
that church.  GO to church and encourage others.  The Episcopal Church, OUR Episcopal Church, ST. JAMES Epis-
copal Church welcomes you and needs you! 

        --Melanie Winkler 

Newsletter deadline:  August 1st 



SUMMER HEAT TAKES A TOLL ON THE GARDEN 
August isn’t even here, yet, and the Community Garden is showing signs that it is suf-
fering from the blistering sun and heat.  Although the tomato leaves are turning brown, 
the vines have many fruit ripening and ready for harvest.  The sunflowers are thriving 
in this weather, sporting beautiful blooms and making tasty seeds for later in the sea-
son. 
 
Pat Parker and Dave Caporossi have harvested quite a bit for community consump-
tion so far this summer.  Tomatoes, green beans, squash, okra, and cucumbers have 

made their way to the recipients of the Meals on Wheels 
program, producing delight and happiness.  We give 
thanks for the wonderful harvest and the ability to share 
our bounty.  God is good. 

 

 

Vision Statement of St. James Episcopal Church:  We see St. James as a spirit-led congregation that is a 

beacon of God’s love shining in the community, welcoming all by reaching out through worship, service, 

mission, and programming to bring peace and healing to all of God’s children.  We strive to serve our mem-

bers by nourishing our faith, giving support in times of need, and becoming a congregation from which com-

munity-based outreach programs have their genesis. 

Our Mission Statement: A COMMUNITY CALLED BY GOD TO WORSHIP, 

                                      LOVE, AND SERVE. 

Our Schedule of Services: 

 Sunday—Holy Eucharist, Rite 1 8:30am  

   followed by Coffee Hour and donuts in the Parish Hall 

       Sunday School, 9:45am 

        Holy Eucharist, Rite 2 with music 11:00am 

 Wednesday—Holy Eucharist  Rite 2, 10am 

 

Photos courtesy 

Kathy Deal 


