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 Owensby 
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Organist/Choir Director: 
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   Jnanne Zepeda 

 

2017 Vestry: 

  David Scott (19)— Sr.  
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  Mike Endicott (19)— Jr. 
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Members:   

  Sissy Brown (18) 

  David Caporossi (20) 

  Krystal Eason (20) 

  Karen McDonald (18) 

  Ken Murphy (19) 

  Lauren Ocmand (20) 

  Pat Parker (18) 

  Austin Shelton (18) 

    

Ex Officio: 

  Thomas Mosley—Treasurer 

  Julie Eason—Deputy  

                        Treasurer 

  Janie Parker—Clerk 

Church phone:     318-686-1261 

Church fax:          318-686-4527 

Church E-mail address: 

     stjames_sport@att.net 

Church website: 

     www.stjames-shreveport.org 

 

Margaret’s Musings 
The journey from Palm Sunday to Holy Saturday always 
leaves me in sadness:  the joyful entrance of Jesus into Jeru-
salem; the coming of the Messiah to free the Jewish commu-
nity from oppression set against Herod’s entrance into the city 
to keep the Jewish people in line during this annual remem-
brance of release from slavery in Egypt.  Herod must keep his 
people from stirring up conflict with the Roman empire or both 
he and the Jewish community will feel the force of Rome. 
 
The message of God’s abundant and unearned love for us is 
set against the empire’s control through force and violence.  In the end, the mes-
sage of God’s love will be killed by the empire … or so it would seem. 
 
When I was being bullied as a child, I would hear the words of Jesus on the cross, 
“Forgive them Father, for they do not know what they are doing” (Luke 24:34). I 
fiercely did not want to forgive, but the words beat against me until finally I con-
ceded and forgave.  When I gave into Jesus rather than my own desires, I felt a 
relief wash over me; it did not take away the bullying, but I was able to release a 
need for retribution. 
 
Later, I would become aware my own sinfulness separated me from God and 
those I hurt by things done and left undone.  It was a hard burden perhaps made 
more poignant because of my own history of being bullied.  Sometimes I see the 
hurt I have caused and at other times I am so very blind to the outcome of my ac-
tions.  To those I have hurt I ask for forgiveness. 
 
In his book, “More Beautiful Than Before: How Suffering Transforms Us” by Rabbi 
Steve Leder, Rabbi Leder maps out four Biblical steps to forgiveness. 
 

1. Stop whatever destructive action you are engaged in. 
2. Feel true regret for your error. 
3. Ask for forgiveness. 
4. Make a plan to not make that mistake again. 
 

The Episcopal liturgy carves out a place for this to happen.  In Rite I liturgy we may 
be  invited into confession with these words (BCP page 330) “Ye who do truly and 
earnestly repent you of your sins, and are in love and charity with your neighbors, 
and intend to lead a new life, following the commandments of God, and walking 
from henceforth in his holy ways:  Draw near with faith, and make your humble 
confession to Almighty God, devoutly kneeling.”   While  Rite  II  uses  these  words  

https://smile.amazon.com/gp/product/1401953123/ref=oh_aui_detailpage_o05_s01?ie=UTF8&psc=1


Continued from Margaret’s Musings:  (BCP page 360):  “Let us confess our sins against God and our 
neighbor.”  We confess our sins and ask for forgiveness during the confession.  We receive forgiveness 
in the absolution.  From there, except in Lent, we proceed immediately to the Peace where we exchange 
our Christian love for each other.  The service ends with the Eucharist which reminds us of the mystery of 
Christ’s life and death and the mystery of His Holy Sacraments which bind the congregation together as 
His body.  We are then sent out into the world with His message of love and forgiveness which over-
comes all evil:  the message of Easter. 
 
Jesus' resurrection overcame the evil of empire and truly, all evil.  The message of Holy Week through 
Holy Saturday may leave us feeling hopeless, but Easter and resurrection turns the tables; God is trium-
phant! 

 
Let us go in peace to love and serve the 

Lord! 
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Outreach News 

The Outreach Committee encourages you to support two ministries for which St. 
James is currently collecting:  the Maundy Thursday Foot-washing Service which will 
be held in the undercroft at Holy Cross at 11:30am on March 29, and Episcopal Relief 
and Development.   
 
Deacon Lois Maberry has requested that each parish in the convocation provide 
some cash to go toward the purchase of shoes that she will order.  She has also re-
quested socks—white athletic socks for men and any socks for women.  Leave socks 
in the Parish Hall and place your monetary donations in the offering basket with a 
note designating that it is for Maundy Thursday.  All donations will be delivered on 
March 21.  Volunteers are also needed to help the day of the service. 
 
Episcopal Relief and Development is an agency that helps people in need world-
wide.  A part of their ministry includes disaster relief.  The part we are currently col-
lecting for is their Gifts for Life which enable people who live below the poverty level 
to move toward a sustainable lifestyle.  Among those gifts, they provide the tools and 
training for farming and animal husbandry, vaccinations for infants, and education for 
children.  Donations can be placed in the offering basket with a note designating that 
the money is intended for ER-D.   

Blessings— 

Margaret+ 
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Khristen King offers her heartfelt thanks to the parish for supporting her son Jacob as his open

-heart surgery approaches.  She is overwhelmed with the generosity of her St. James family 

and the love that everyone has shown.  When the surgery date is set, she will let us know.  For 

now it is time to play the waiting game. 

Thank-you to those who labored over the pancake dinner 

on Shrove Tuesday.  The proceeds from the supper were 
donated to the Children’s Miracle Network in Alyssa Gar-
ner’s name to aid her in her quest to become Miss Louisi-

ana. 
 
Thanks also to the ladies of the ECW who prepared and 

served a lovely breakfast on March 4.  They designated 
the proceeds from the March breakfast to go to the Chil-

dren’s Miracle Network, also in Alyssa Garner’s name. 
 
We appreciate the ladies who put work into preparing the 

Ecumenical Lenten Luncheon, making sandwiches and 
cookies, setting the tables, serving, and cleaning up.  
Most of all we thank them for making our visitors feel 

welcome, especially those from Central Christian Church 
who co-hosted the event with us. 

 
Thanks to Chris Zepeda for donating a computer monitor 
to the parish office to replace the one  a power surge fried 

at the front desk.  The power went off for two hours in the 
neighborhood on March 6, and when it came back on, the 

monitor could not be revived.  Chris saved the day with a 
monitor that allowed the work of the office to continue 
without further interruption. 

 
Several parishioners gathered in the Parish Hall on Mon-
day and Tuesday evenings, March 12 and 13, to bake 

cookies to send to David Wade Correctional Center with 
the KAIROS team.  We appreciate the time and effort that 

went into what turned out to become a total of 215 dozen 
cookies going with our team this time! 
 

These are some of the ways that St. James makes use of 

the time and talents of our parishioners as we strive to be 
good stewards toward each other and our community. 
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GET YOUR ST. JAMES T-SHIRT 
St. James is selling t-shirts to support our own Jacob King, who is 
having open-heart surgery at Oshner’s Children’s Hospital in New 
Orleans soon.  Place your order by April 15 so you can wear your 
new red shirt to the Pentecost picnic on May 20.  Shirts will feature 
the design at the right, which was the winning entry in the design 
contest hosted by the Vestry in 2015—Congratulations Olivia 
Zepeda! 
 

Each shirt costs $20.  To order, complete the form below and submit 
it with payment to the parish office via mail, in person, or by placing it 
in the offering basket during any service.  Sizes are available in XS 
to XXXL. 
 

Name_________________________________________________________size  _________ 

 

Telephone____________________  e-mail  ________________________________________ 

Deacon Lois Maberry  
requests your assistance  

in collecting supplies for the  

Maundy Thursday  
Foot-Washing Service for the Homeless  

to be held at 11:30am  
on March 29  

in the undercroft of  

Holy Cross Episcopal Church  
in downtown Shreveport. 

  

The following three things are needed: 
 · White athletic socks for men and any style socks for women 

1. · Money to use in buying shoes—Deacon Lois will order the shoes so that each 
person attending will be given the same thing 

2. · Volunteers to help with the service 
 

Donations need to be collected by March 21.   
 

Volunteers will need to be at Holy Cross by 11am on March 29.  The service will 
begin at 11:30 and lunch will be served immediately afterward. 
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THE MISSION CONTINUES… 
St. Luke's Episco-

pal Medical Min-

istry is a mobile 

medical ministry 

in Northwest 

Louisiana. Using 

our medical RV, 

we provide free preventive health 

screenings, basic health services, 

health education, and medical refer-

rals on a regular basis to the under-

served in the rural and urban Lou-

isiana communities of Caddo, Boss-

ier, Webster, Desoto, and Claiborne 

parishes.  

 

 



TEENAGER FOR HIRE 
Karen & Keith McDonald’s granddaughter, Raylie Carroway, has an opportunity to perform at the Edin-
burgh Fringe Festival held in Edinburgh, Scotland in August 2019 with her drama group from Caddo Mag-
net High School. The Festival is said to be the world’s greatest platform for creative freedom.  In order to 
attend, each student has to earn the $4,100 required for their passage. (This includes travel costs, plus 
entry fees and the cost of putting on the play.) 
 
In order to earn money, Raylie will be cooking breakfast for St. James in October 2018. Additionally, 
she would like to perform odd jobs in order to save for her trip. Such jobs may include – filing, organiz-
ing, raking, weeding, car washing, washing patio furniture, painting patio furniture, cleaning out closets, 
cleaning garage, tutoring middle school and younger, dog walking, pet sitting, baby sitting, cooking - or 
other jobs you may need! 
 
Please contact Raylie at 318-751-5641 (mention St. James so she’ll know you’re not a stalker!) Thanks 
so much for your support. This experience will be life altering! 

Any time you are unable 
to serve as scheduled, 

please find a replacement 
or advise the Vestry  
Person of the Day. 







LOOKING AHEAD 
 Palm Sunday  March 25  8:30am & 11:00am  
 Seder    March 28  6:00pm 
 Maundy Thursday March 29  6:00pm 
 Stations of the Cross  March 30  noon 
 Good Friday  March 30  6:00pm 
 Easter Vigil  March 31  6:00pm 
 Easter Sunday  April 1   10:00am 
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Just wanted everybody to know that the Ecumenical 
Luncheon was a real success!  We had 113 people and 
plenty to eat for all.  The sandwiches and cookies were 
great, thanks to all who contributed and the Christian 
Church soup was good.  The Parish hall looked so nice 
and everyone seemed to really enjoy the service and 
then the luncheon!  What a great group of women at St. 
James who wrapped sandwiches, put cookies, sand-
wiches, tea, water, coffee and of course soup on the ta-
bles as well as waiting on tables and cleaning up. 
 
I have always loved our having the Ecumenical Service 
and Luncheon for its symbol of Christian fellowship; it 
makes me proud to be a parishioner of St. James that we 
do this for our Christian community. 
 
Again thanks for your participation, my sisters in Christ! 

—Mattie Mosley 

On March 7 St. James co-hosted the Ecumenical Lenten Noonday Service and Luncheon with Cen-
tral Christian Church.  One-hundred-seventeen people attended the service and almost all of them 
stayed for the meal.  As it turned out, it was serendipitous that we chose to share the duties, as a 
leak in the roof had caused considerable damage to the Fellowship Hall at Central Christian and 
their building was not in any shape for hosting the event.  Let’s pray that this is the beginning of a 
new and beautiful relationship with our closest church neighbors. 

Photos courtesy Kathy Deal 
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ECW NEWS 
Hello sweet ladies - 

Please let me thank you for a most successful break-

fast this past Sunday. Special thanks to Lisa & James, 

Jana & Mike, and BJ for all their hard work in the 

kitchen... And all the ladies who contributed their deli-

cious dishes. What a special St. James family we have! 

 

Thanks to the generous donations, we were able to 

raise $1091 (my last count) for Alyssa Garner in fulfill-

ing her quest in the Miss Louisiana pageant to be held 

in June. I was surprised at the fees required to be in 

the pageant, not only the Children's Miracle Network 

fundraiser, but many more entry fees. Our very own 

Alyssa has what it takes to represent our state of Lou-

isiana - poise, intellect, talent, beauty, but most of all, 

a loving heart! 

 

Thank you all again - especially BJ, who "almost died 

of the flu". It was her suggestion that got the ball roll-

ing. 

Agape - 

Tina Caporossi 

Photos courtesy Kathy Deal 
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Photos courtesy Kathy Deal 

I can sit here and tell you all the things we did in Cherident, Haiti, 
but they would just be words without significance because what 
we did can’t be explained with words or the very few pictures 
that I took.  It’s something that can only be described by the bond 
we now share with our slice of heaven in our new mountain 
home. It’s the late night jam sessions on the porch of the guest 
house with an ice cold Prestige, singing praise and worship songs 
in two different languages.  It’s the prayer time in Papa Luc’s 
home where he shared the legacy of his life, and how the Haiti 
Education Foundation has directly affected his life and the lives of 
his 13 children. It’s hearing his son, Lucson, share his memories of 
Pere Albert, and Frances Landers in his home as a child--pushing him to be the man he is today with his continued work with 
the HEF Living Waters and Solar Under the Sun.  It’s waking up to the most beautiful choral music from St. Mathis Episcopal, a 

church that never sleeps.  It’s a three-hour hike that was only supposed to be 45 minutes. It’s a 
language barrier that only gets in the way when spoken too loudly and 
not heard with the heart. Cherident, Haiti isn’t a place you can visit 
just once and check it off a list.  It’s a place that imbeds itself in your 
soul.  Haiti might not be the wealthiest country but I can tell you that 
the people of Cherident are the most joyful people in the Western 
Hemisphere.  The people of Cherident gave me much more than I 
could have ever imagined and I will forever be grateful and I am for-
ever blessed to have been welcomed with open arms to their home.  
So, until next time, Cherident, until next time.  
 

Thank-you, St. James family, for helping me achieve this live-changing 
experience. 

—Sara Lewis 

https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/haitieducationfoundation?source=feed_text
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/hef?source=feed_text
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/livingwaters?source=feed_text
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/hef?source=feed_text
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/livingwaters?source=feed_text
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/solarunderthesun?source=feed_text
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SUPPORT EPISCOPAL RELIEF & DEVELOPMENT 

Among the many reasons to support Episcopal Relief & Development is that they support us.  ER
-D has been present at every natural disaster world-wide for decades, helping victims recover 
their lives.  And many of those victims have been residents of Louisiana.  ER-D was a strong 
presence in our state when Rita and Katrina (for example) devastated communities in and around 
New Orleans.  Below are photos taken during the aftermath of Katrina, depicting workers cleaning 
up after the hurricane.  ER-D and the International Red Cross are almost always the first two 
agencies on the scene offering assistance after any natural disaster.  Let’s help them so they can 
continue to help others. 

Here are some of the wonders ER-D can do with our offerings: 
 
$80—one goat 
$25—a share in a flock of chickens 
$135—a flock of chickens 
$20—a share in a pig 
$100—a pig 
$35—a share in a community garden 
$175—a family share in a community garden 
$65—a share in a cow 
$630—a cow 
$35—a fruit tree 
$45—seeds, tool, and training 
$750—a share in a well or water system 
$5,000—a well or water system for a village 
$35—clean water for an individual 
$215—clean water for a family 

$15—nourishment for a child for a week 
$50—one disaster relief kit 
$400—one rainwater harvest tank 
$12—one mosquito net 
$10—ten mosquito nets 
$300—mosquito nets for 25 families 
$15—health clinic care for one person 
$150—health clinic care for ten people 
$35—health clinic care for mom and newborn 
$50—postnatal health clinic care 
$65—vitamins and preventative medicines 
$50—healthcare training for one person 
$200—micro loan for one woman 
$100—vocational training for one woman 
$60—savings program for one woman 



ANNOUNCEMENTS  SUBMISSION DEADLINE 
If you would like an announcement placed in the Sunday bulletin, 
please submit it by 10:00 am on the previous Wednesday.  The 
office is open Monday-Thursday from 8:30 am until 2:00 pm.  
Announcements that are in printed form may be mailed,  sent 
through e-mail to stjames_sport@att.net, or dropped at the par-
ish office.   
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SPREAD THE WORD 
Would you like to brag on your family’s achievements, share  
family milestones with friends, or invite the parish to an upcom-
ing event?  You can do so easily by submitting  articles to the 
parish office for publication in the Spirit.  There is always room 
for news of a baptism, wedding, or school achievement.  Photo-
graphs and stories can be sent via e-mail to 
stjames_sport@att.net or dropped off at the parish office.  And if 
you are shy about doing the writing, just telephone the informa-
tion to 686-1261 and the writing will take care of itself. 

 

 

 
A song from my childhood invited one to, “Spread a little joy and gladness all along the way.  Do a 
little deed of kindness every passing day.  Wear a little smile of sunshine.  Let your radiance glow.  
Give a little bit of happiness everywhere you go.”  It has a very upbeat and happy tune, as you 
would expect with those words.  Doesn’t it sound like a great motto for life? 
 

Doesn’t it also sound a bit like what Jesus has asked us to do?  When he directed us to feed the 
hungry, clothe the naked, house the homeless I believe he was giving us examples of ways we 
could spread happiness by making the lives of people around us better.  Doing it with a smile is a 
bonus.  Encouraging a person to believe you are helping them because you believe they are deserv-
ing of help, worthy of a better life, and beloved of God goes a long way toward making their lives 
better. 
 

We often find that as we work to make life better for someone else, we discover that we have 
achieved making it better for ourselves as a side-effect.  Helping another brings about a lightness of 
being, a lift of the spirits, a sense of fulfillment.  When we focus outside ourselves, it becomes easier 
to put down or share our own burdens.  The act of showing compassion and caring to someone else 
is sometimes all it takes to ease a bit of tension and  even a bit of grief in ourselves. 
 

What about those times when we don’t feel happy?  There are two answers to that:  The first is that 
sometimes we need to step back and realize we are the person who needs to receive ministering.  
There are times when we need to accept compassionate help from others.  During those times we 
should accept gratefully and gracefully.  The second answer is that even when we are not feeling 
fabulous, we can be out helping people who are less fortunate.  And when we do so, we need to 
strive to not make them feel that they are a burden on us.  We need to help in a manner that is truly 
helpful and not enabling, that keeps dignity and self-respect intact, and that reflects our Christianity.   
 

None of the accounts we read about Jesus helping people show him in any light other than compas-
sionate and respectful.  We have no reason to believe that when Jesus walked away from people he 
had helped, they felt anything other than loved, respected, and filled with hope.  Let us try to spread 
that kind of feeling in our interactions with others, especially when we represent the Church, be-
cause the Episcopal Church welcomes everyone. 

—Jnanne Zepeda  

Newsletter deadline:  April 1st 



St. James supported three parishioners, 
Paul Moore, Curtis Shelton and Brian 
Whatley, as well as another one of the 
Kairos team members from First Method-
ist Church in Bossier City, Scott 
Spaulding, in baking cookies on March 12 
and 13 in the Parish Hall for the Kairos 
weekend to be held Thursday-Sunday, 
March 15-18, at David Wade Correctional 
Center (a state maximum security prison 
near Homer, LA).  Each team member is 
asked to provide fifty (50!) dozen home-
baked cookies and we brought in a total 
of 215 dozen cookies between those baked by Scott and the St. 
James parishioners. Members of St. James have also volunteered to join 
with others to pray for the team as they minister to the prisoners over the 
weekend, so that there is an unbroken chain of prayers throughout the 
event.  Thank-you to everyone for your love and support. 

—Brian Whatley 

Vision Statement of St. James Episcopal Church:  We see St. James as a spirit-led congregation that is a 

beacon of God’s love shining in the community, welcoming all by reaching out through worship, service, 

mission, and programming to bring peace and healing to all of God’s children.  We strive to serve our mem-

bers by nourishing our faith, giving support in times of need, and becoming a congregation from which com-

munity-based outreach programs have their genesis. 

Our Mission Statement: A COMMUNITY CALLED BY GOD TO WORSHIP, 

                                      LOVE, AND SERVE. 

Our Schedule of Services: 

 Sunday—Holy Eucharist, Rite 1 8:30am  

   followed by Coffee Hour and donuts in the Parish Hall 

       Sunday School, 9:45am 

        Holy Eucharist, Rite 2 with music 11:00am 

 Wednesday—Holy Eucharist  Rite 2, 10am 

 


