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Presiding Bishop,  

The Episcopal Church: 

   The Most Rev’d Dr.      

   Katharine Jefferts Schori 

 

Bishop, Diocese of Western 

Louisiana: 

   The Rt. Rev’d Dr. Jacob 

 Owensby 
 

 

Rector: 

   The Search is On 

 

Organist/Choir Director: 

     Kaye Crichlow 
 

 

Nursery: 

   Rhonda Robertson   
 

 

Parish Administrator:: 

   Jnanne Zepeda 

 

2015 Vestry: 

  Brian Whatley (17)— Sr. 

Warden 

  Dave Caporossi (16)— Jr. 

Warden 

Members:   

  Chris Bienvenu (17) 

  Sissy Brown (18) 

  Kathy Deal (17) 

  Mike Endicott (16) 

  Rory Fitzpatrick (16) 

  Jana Kendrick (16) 

  Karen McDonald (18) 

  Pat Parker (18) 

  

Ex Officio: 

  Thomas Mosley—Treasurer 

  Janie Parker—Clerk 

 

 
Church phone:     318- 686-1261 

Church fax:          318- 686-4527 

Church E-mail address: 

     stjames_sport@comcast.net 

Church website: 

     www.stjames-shreveport.org 

 

A MESSAGE FROM  
THE SENIOR WARDEN 

Come and See 

The next day Jesus decided to go to 

Galilee. He found Philip and said to 
him, ‘Follow me.’  Now Philip was from 

Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Pe-
ter.  Philip found Nathanael and said to 

him, ‘We have found him about whom 

Moses in the law and also the prophets 
wrote, Jesus son of Joseph from Naz-

areth.’  Nathanael said to him, ‘Can 
anything good come out of Nazareth?’ 

Philip said to him, ‘Come and 
see.’  John 1:43-46 
 

In this passage from John's Gospel, we 
see Philip responding to Jesus' call to follow Him and then Philip tell-

ing Nathanael that they had found in Jesus the Messiah described in 
the Old Testament.  Nathanael replied with derision, "Can anything 

good come out of Nazareth?' likely meaning how can anything good 
come from such an out-of-the-way and backwards place?  Philip 

wisely replied, "Come and see."  Perhaps we sometimes feel like 
Philip when describing our Parish life and following Jesus at St. 

James.  We may even wonder to ourselves how can anything good 

come from a little red-brick church on Bert Kouns, in Shreveport of 
all places?  And especially now, when we don't even have a perma-

nent Rector in place?  But yet, like Philip, we should always respond, 
"come and see!"  I believe that our Parish does in fact make a differ-

ence.  Our ministries do touch many.  We feed the hungry, clothe 
the naked, visit the sick and the prisoners, all those things in Mat-

thew's Gospel that we like to feel good about.  And more.  But really, 
we as a Parish try to serve as the hands and feet and heart 

of Jesus in a world where Jesus is often an afterthought. 
 

I'm not going to go into all of the ways that St. James serves as Je-

sus in a world that needs Jesus.  I will leave that to the Annual Re-
port describing our many, many ministries.  Please come to the An-

nual Meeting on January 24 and see.  Not only "Come and see," but 
also come and say what will be the direction of our Parish in 2016. 
 

In Christ, 

Brian Whatley 

Senior Warden 
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Outreach News 

Thanks to everyone who participated in purchasing, 
donating, wrapping, delivering the Christmas gifts for 
families in need.  Thanks also to those who worked 
with Lorain Thrash to Fill in the Gaps for those on our 
Meals on Wheels route who otherwise would not have 
had a Christmas dinner or a New Year’s dinner. 
 
Photos courtesy Kathy Deal. 
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As we approach our Annual Meeting and prepare 
to elect new leadership for our parish, we ac-
knowledge the work that our current leaders 
have done in overseeing the property, guiding the 
people, and keeping the congregation together as 
we seek a new rector.  Brian Whatley, as Senior 
Warden, has had a lot of extra work loaded onto 
his shoulders and has done a tremendous job of  
juggling the responsibilities.  Junior Warden 
Dave Caporossi has confronted issues with the 
buildings and grounds in a matter-of-fact man-
ner, dealing with each as they arise and moving 
on to the next.   
 
Our Vestry as a whole has covered a lot of 
ground this past year, forging ahead in the ab-
sence of the spiritual guidance of a priest.  We 
thank them for the time and energy they have 
put into running the parish.  Special thanks go to 
those whose terms are ending:  Dave Caporossi 
and Jana Kendrick who are completing three-
year terms, Mike Endicott who finished an un-
completed term (and is therefore eligible to run 
for a full term), and Rory Fitzpatrick, our youth 
member (who is investigating colleges). 
 
Our treasurer, Tommy Mosley, and our clerk, 
Janie Parker, put in just as much time as the 
elected members of the Vestry.  Both are dedi-
cated to St. James and our parishioners, and we 
appreciate the work they do on our behalf. 
 
These are some of the ways that St. James makes 
use of the time and talents of our parishioners as 
we strive to be good stewards toward each other 
and our community. 
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Photos courtesy Kathy Deal. 
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THE MISSION CONTINUES… 

January Calendar of Clinics 
 
St. Luke’s Episcopal Mobile Medical Ministry 
February Calendar 
 

February 03  12:30pm-2:30pm     Love Well, 605 Cotton Street, Shreveport 
February 04    3:00pm-5:00pm    Hope Connection, 2350 Levy Street, Shreveport 
February 05    9:00am-11:00am   Higher Ground Food Pantry, 6580 Hwy 509, Mansfield 
February 06    9:00am-12:00pm   Save-A-Lot Grocery parking lot, Minden 
February 10    9:00am-11am        Hope House, 762 Austin Place, Shreveport 
February 11    4:30pm-6:15pm     Highland Center, Shreveport 
February 14    4:00pm-6:00pm Christ the King Catholic Church, 425 McCormick, Bossier City 
February 17    3:30pm-5:30pm    Hope Connection, 2350 Levy Street, Shreveport 
February 18    4:45pm-6:30pm    Cedar Grove Common Ground Ministries, Shreveport 
February 20    7:30am-9:00am     Food Bank, Vivian 
February 20    9:30am-11:00am   Food Bank, Oil City 
February 21  10:00am-12:00pm  Hope House, 762 Austin Place, Shreveport 
 
 

 

 

 



 

Ash Wednesday 
  

Eucharist & 
Imposition of Ashes 

 

10am 
The Rev’d Sally Fox 

 

6pm 
The Rev’d Andrew Comeaux 

Please join us for the  

ANNUAL  

MEETING 
JANUARY 24, 2015 

 

10am WORSHIP SERVICE 
FOLLOWED BY  

PARISH-WIDE LUNCHEON  

and BUSINESS MEETING 
 

Make parish plans for 2015 

Elect vestry members 

Elect delegates to the  

diocesan convention 

Eat great food & enjoy  

great company 

February 9 
Pancake Supper 

6:00pm 
Parish Hall 

 
 

 

DIOCESAN CONVENTION 
The following individuals have indicated an interest in 

serving as delegates at the Diocesan Convention, to be 

held in the Shreveport Convocation, in October 2016.  All parishes in the Diocese of 

Western Louisiana have four lay delegates and four alternates who serve if the dele-

gates are not available.  At St. James we vote on the candidates, and assign the four 

with the largest number of votes as our delegates.  If there are more than four candi-

dates, the next four become the alternates.  All will be expected to attend convention 

if they are able.  

And please remember, everyone in the parish is invited to attend the Diocesan Con-

vention.  All in attendance are encouraged to participate fully, with only one excep-

tion.  Delegates are the only people with voting privileges.   

* Brian Whatley 

* Mike Endicott 

* Curtis Shelton 

* Karen McDonald 







DIRECTORY UPDATE 
 
Please add the following new information 

to your directory: 
Nita Magee has moved to 

7110 University Drive #206 
Shreveport, LA  71105 

PREPARE FOR WINDSTORM: 
MARDI GRAS BALL JANUARY 9 

The Mardi Gras Ball will be held on Saturday, January 9, 2016, in 
the Parish Hall 7p-11p.  The band Windstorm will be playing.  The 
cost will be  $25.00 for a single admission.  Proceeds go to the 
ECW for Parish Hall renovations.  It is a BYOB and BYO snacks 
event with ice and set ups provided.  Seating is limited, so contact 
the parish office by calling  686-1261 to reserve your seats. 
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Debbie Thompson—”I would be delighted to 

serve as a Vestry member if elected.  I am a cradle 

Episcopalian and have sung in the choir since I was 

sixteen. I have taught Sunday school, participated in 

vacation bible school, and am currently a member of 

the Daughters  of the King. I was on the ECW board 

for many years. “ 
 

Mike Endicott—”I have been an Episcopalian 

for 40+ years and have called St. James home since 

1992. I have served in several capacities over the years at both 

the parish and diocesan levels including junior 

warden, senior warden, and convention dele-

gate. At the diocesan level I have served on 

youth councils, the diocesan council and am 

currently a member of the Hardtner Board of 

Trustees. Currently I am active with meals on 

wheels, as MC at our 11:00 o'clock service on 

Sunday, a member of our budget committee 

and our recently formed search committee. “ 
 

David Scott—”I work as an environmental engineer for a consulting firm that deals primarily with 

the oil and gas industry. I have been a parishioner at St. James since 2014. Although I have been an 

Episcopalian since 1999, when I married my wife Kim, my mom is an Episcopalian, and was teaching 

me the tenants without me even knowing. 

  

Although I’ve only been in Shreveport for 3 years, I have come to love the Shreveport-Bossier area 

and the wonderful people here. The people at St. James, in particular, have opened their arms and wel-

comed me as I was looking for a spiritual home. I have served on the vestry at past Episcopal churches 

in South Carolina, and would consider it an honor if chosen for the vestry here. 

On December 19 the youth of our parish got together to practice for the Christmas Pageant and to enjoy time 

together learning, creating, playing, and munching.  Advertised as a chance for parents to spend a couple of 

hours preparing for the holidays without their little helpers, this event was a big hit with everyone involved.  

Thanks  go to Holly Johnson and the crew of able assistants she rounded up for the day! 

QUALIFICATIONS  
FOR VESTRY MEMBERS 

Communicant in good standing 

Member of St. James for at least six months 

At least sixteen (16) years of age 

Contributor of record during the preceding 
year 

Keenly interested in all aspects of St. James 

Regularly attend services and parish events 

Able to serve on the Vestry 

Able to speak up and to listen to others 

Able to put St. James first when making deci-
sions  

Faithful to the concept of confidentiality 

Possess a sense of humor 
 

The persons on this page have been nominated 
for the 2016 vestry.   Each meet the above re-
quirements. 

Photos courtesy 

Holly Johnson 
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REPRINTED WITH PERMISSION—Originally published in 

the December 20, 2015 issue of The Living Church 



 



ANNOUNCEMENTS  SUBMISSION DEADLINE 
If you would like an announcement placed in the Sunday bulletin, 
please submit it by 10:00 am on the previous Wednesday.  The 
office is open Monday-Thursday from 8:30 am until 2:00 pm.  
Announcements that are in printed form may be mailed,  sent 
through e-mail to stjames_sport@comcast.net, or dropped at the 
parish office.   

January 15, 2015 

SPREAD THE WORD 
Would you like to brag on your family’s achievements, share  
family milestones with friends, or invite the parish to an upcom-
ing event?  You can do so easily by submitting  articles to the 
parish office for publication in the Spirit.  There is always room 
for news of a baptism, wedding, or school achievement.  Photo-
graphs and stories can be sent via e-mail to 
stjames_sport@comcast.net or dropped off at the parish office.  
And if you are shy about doing the writing, just telephone the 
information to 686-1261 and the writing will take care of itself. 

 

White people wear… Black people eat…  Asian people drive…  Rich people like... 
 
Does your mind automatically fill in the next word in any of the above phrases?  If so, you aren’t so different from 
everyone else.  We all live in a society full of biases and stereotypes.  We can’t escape the fact we have been ex-
posed to and influenced by what we have heard, seen, and experienced throughout our lives.  We also are likely very 
much aware of the fact that there are all kinds of inconsistencies and contradictions in all those things we have 
heard, seen, and experienced.  So many contradictions and inconsistencies, in fact, that we should know that there is 
very little about an individual that we can assume and KNOW we are right. 
 
I believe we need to fill in all of the phrases above with something like, “...the same as everyone else”: 

White people wear the same clothes other people wear. 

Black people eat the same foods other people eat. 

Asian people drive the same cars other people drive. 

Rich people like the same things other people like. 
 
Our physical appearance does not make us who we are as individuals.  Neither does our choice of clothing, food, 
cars, or any other material objects.  The titles we give ourselves and bestow upon others does not determine who we 
are; nor do they define others.  For example, we all know people who call themselves Christian, but don’t display the 
love of God toward others.   
 
Our belief systems, our actions, and our attitudes determine who we are.  How we treat other people, how we care 
for those around us, how we teach our children to interact with others—these are all important factors in our make-
up.   
 
Christianity teaches the importance of all humanity—not just those who share our worship space.  We are dedicated 
to going out into our communities and farther to make the world a better place and we teach our children to do the 
same.  There is a huge difference between declaring we are Christian and behaving as Christians.   
 
Let’s make a renewed and deliberate effort, beginning now, to show our Christianity to those around us—to display 
our beliefs and attitudes so that we don’t have to actually tell anyone that we are labeled as Christians, because they 
will know by observing us.  Let’s make it obvious by our actions, our conversation, and our demeanor that we are 
living our beliefs.  Let’s show others that the Episcopal Church Welcomes all. 

—Jnanne Zepeda 

Newsletter deadline:  February 1st 



 

 

Vision Statement of St. James Episcopal Church:  We see St. James as a spirit-led congregation that is a 

beacon of God’s love shining in the community, welcoming all by reaching out through worship, service, 

mission, and programming to bring peace and healing to all of God’s children.  We strive to serve our mem-

bers by nourishing our faith, giving support in times of need and becoming a congregation from which com-

munity-based outreach programs have their genesis. 

Our Mission Statement: A COMMUNITY CALLED BY GOD TO WORSHIP, 

 LOVE, AND SERVE. 

Our Schedule of Services: 

 Sunday—Holy Eucharist, 8:30am  

   followed by Coffee Hour and donuts in the Parish Hall 

       Sunday School, 9:45am 

        Holy Eucharist, 11:00am 

 Wednesday—Holy Eucharist with Unction, 10am 

 

On December 20 our children blessed us 
with the annual Christmas Pageant, de-
picting the story of the nativity.  We thank 
them for their wonderful work—and we 
are grateful to Holly Johnson for organiz-
ing and Debbie Fitzpatrick for costuming.  
What a wonderful presentation of this 
message! 

Photos courtesy Kathy Deal. 


